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Mr Henry Inat
CEO
Town of Gawler 
43 High Street
Gawler East  SA  5118


Dear Mr Inat,
Re: Grants SA 
Greater Adelaide Youth Project

I am writing in support of your funding application to Grants SA for the above project. 
Gawler is a significant and growing centre in regional South Australia that services the Greater Adelaide, Barossa and Lower Mid North regions. Gawler has long been recognised as a significant educational hub, offering public and private schooling from reception to Year 12. This has contributed to nearly 20% of its population, 4500 being youth and young adults. 

Gawler is also a disadvantaged community – its SEIFA Index is 955, putting it amongst the lowest third of all communities in South Australia. A significant contributor to this is disadvantage is youth unemployment, nearly 20% and significantly higher than the State (16%) and National (11%) averages. In addition to this, 20% of our school aged young people self-report significant psychological distress.
In response to this, the Gawler Youth Workers Network has asked young people what would make their lives better. Their highest needs were 1. participation in community life, 2. health and wellbeing and 3. building capacity. To address these needs, the Greater Adelaide Youth Project will deliver a targeted skill development and education program to enable young people to participate more fully and feel more connected to their community, increase life skills and improve their health and wellbeing.

The project addresses barriers that young people have to live full lives and contribute to their community - unemployment, low self-esteem, feelings of hopelessness and a lack of connection to their communities. The Greater Adelaide Youth Project will remove these barriers and increase youth participation in social, cultural, recreational and learning activities and increase their ability to be leaders and have pride in their community.
Town of Gawler has redeveloped the Civic Centre and will provide a fit for purpose and dedicated youth space for this project. Partnership funding from Grants SA will enable the activation of this youth space and turn around the social disadvantage experienced by our region’s youth.

In regional areas, transport is a significant barrier to access services. With limited public transport services in the region, we will provide a bus service for young people on a needs basis to the activities and programs that will be run as part of this project in Gawler.

Our young people are valuable citizens and I fully support this opportunity to work with Grants SA to ensure a strong, healthy and vibrant future for our young people.

Yours sincerely,

[bookmark: _GoBack]Jacqui Atyeo
President
Rotary Club of Gawler

image1.jpeg
Rotary % ’ @Fﬁsﬁﬁmou




