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Dear fellow Rotarians. 
 

My name is Hercules Grobler and I am the current President of a very small Rotary Club (currently only 8 

members) in a small rural town called Bothaville in the Free State Province of South Africa. 
 

We, as the Rotary Club of Bothaville, have been busy with a couple of community projects during previous 

years, but we have run one permanent project for a very long time. 

It is called Rotaria, which is a community housing project with 8 small houses where we provide housing to 

low income elderly persons. All residents are encouraged and assisted in establishing and maintaining self-

sufficient vegetable gardens, the fruits of which enhance their lives. 
 

There are currently 9 elderly persons living in these houses for a very modest rent. Our club is footing the bills 

for water, sanitation, refuse, garden services, etc. as well as the maintenance of the buildings. 
 

Thanks to our previous members, this housing complex was built in 1982 by our Club. There are only two of 

the original Rotarians that built this complex still alive.  
 

As a small club, we do our best to hold fund raisers annually to get the necessary funds to pay the municipal 

bills and maintenance bills etc. (Please see Rotary Showcase for our Projects: 

(Ghost Tour, Sheep’s Head Dinner) Also check out our Facebook page at 

https://www.facebook.com/Bothaville-Rotari%C3%ABrs-164991560736383/  or our web page at  

https://rotarybothaville.webnode.com/ 
 

As this housing complex is around 37 years old, the buildings are in dire need of a major refurbishment. 
 

Our club struggles financially to raise money for the daily needs of these people and to raise enough funds to 

renovate these houses will be an impossible task for our small club in this small community. 
 

The renovating costs that we will incur amount to approximately $5 000 per house. 

That gives a total of $40 000 required. (About R550 000 ZAR) 
 

In the future we would also like to build 3 smaller bachelor flats inside an existing store to accommodate a 

further 3 elderly persons. 
 

These alterations will also cost around $14 500 (R200 000 ZAR / unit x 3 =$43 000 (approx R600 000 ZAR 

in total) 
 

The security fence needs to be replaced as it is rusted and run down. 

The cost to replace the fence with a good palisade fence will be approximately $10 000 (R140 000 ZAR) 
 

This raises the funds required to a total of approximately $100 000 (R1.4M ZAR) This will ensure that the 

Rotaria Centre will be able to run for a further 40 years!  
 

As you can see, it will be almost impossible for our small club to raise such a huge amount of funds on 

our own! 
 

The bigger clubs in first world countries in Europe, America, Canada, Australia, etc. usually have larger 

memberships and are able to generate much larger funds for projects than our small  club in a 3rd  world 

country. Typically, our fund raisers bring in between $2000 and $4000, excellent in our little community, but 

not enough for such a large project. 

As fellow Rotarians in dire need for finances to refurbish these homes and to give these elderly persons 

dignity, respect and above all a safe environment to live in, we humbly ask if it will be possible to consider 

donating finances for this just cause. 

We will of course update you as the refurbishment project progresses with photos, invoices / accountant's 

reports etc. 
 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Bothaville-Rotari%C3%ABrs-164991560736383/
https://rotarybothaville.webnode.com/
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As Rotary is a known humanitarian organization, I am also running an experiment with this letter to see if it 

is really true that Rotarians care…. and if the theme of “Be the Inspiration” is truly and well deserved! 

I will be sending this letter to as many Rotary Clubs around the world as I possibly can, to see how many will 

react and I will also report on the outcome of this experiment within 3 months of sending this letter out. 
 

I am challenging every Rotary Club that receives this letter to “BE THE INSPIRATION” and help a 

fellow struggling Rotary Club to become what Rotary is supposed to be: 
 

                            a) Serve the community and society. 

                            b) Advancement of goodwill and peace through fellowship within the      

                                Community. 

                            c) Improve the quality of live and dignity of people in the community    

                                by Promoting peace, Fighting Disease, Providing Clean water,  

                                Growing local economies. 

                            d) Encourage and foster the idea of doing good and that the   

                                opportunity to serve is the best and most satisfying feeling that you   

                                will ever have in your life. 

 

If your club is up to this challenge and consider donating funds for our cause, our club banking details are as 

follows: Remember all donations from $1 to $1 Mil will be welcome! (But we don’t need the Million just 

$100,000 and many hands, in this case Clubs, will make the light work!) Big or small - all contributions 

will be gratefully received, acknowledged and faithfully applied. 
 

Account name:  Bothaville Rotary Club 

Bank: First National Bank 

Branch code: 230136 

Account Number:   622 326 88781 

Swift Code: FIRNZAJJXXXX 

Ref: Your Club Name + Rotaria 

 

Attached please find a PDF Presentation with all the details of our club members, previous projects, fund 

raisers and photos of the housing complex with the faults that need to be repaired, as well as future 

development of this complex. 

 

Feel free to distribute this letter to all clubs in your district! 

 
 

Thank you in advance. 

 

Best Regards 

Hercules Grobler 

President: Rotary Club of Bothaville 

Phone: +27 84 206 5793 

E-mail: rotarybothaville@gmail.com 
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Background: 
 

The Rotary Club of Bothaville was chartered on 9 November 1973. 

It is a small club with currently only 8 members. We inducted 2 

new members in January 2019. 

The town of Bothaville is a small rural town in the Northern Free State province of South 

Africa. 
 

It is a farming community and is known as the maize capital of South Africa, due to the 

large maize crops being produced here. 
 

It is also the town where the world-renowned agricultural show, NAMPO is held on an 

annual basis. Then visitors from around the world flock in their thousands to visit this, 

the “Largest Agricultural Show in the Southern Hemisphere”. 
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Wheelchairs for the disabled! 



 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BOTHAVILLE 

 

 

 



 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BOTHAVILLE 

 

 



 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BOTHAVILLE 

 

 



 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BOTHAVILLE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BOTHAVILLE 

 

 



 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BOTHAVILLE 

 

 

 



 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BOTHAVILLE 

 

 



 

THE ROTARY CLUB OF BOTHAVILLE 

 

 


