ROTARY: THE YEAR SO FAR 2018
The first half of the year has been very successful, with the Wine Auction being the major event for the Club to support farmers through the Drought Relief Program.  Over $12,000 was raised and a special thank you to the Committee who ran the event, and to all those who assisted on the day.
The death of two Rotarians and our good friends Bryon Pearson and Jim Hayes occurred this year and we miss their fellowship and wisdom within the Club.  Many Rotarians and Friends have also experienced the loss of loved ones within their families for which the Club Members have conveyed their sympathy and support during these painful experiences.
Gavin Sidhu was inducted, a member under 40 years, which is the beginning of a new chapter for this Club.  Many of us have been inviting more young people to attend meetings and I would like to see this continue to increase our fellowship and welcoming skills toward others.

Prue has commenced the process for an Interact Club at the Nuriootpa High School.  Rob Eley has spoken to the Club about the steps needed to be undertaken, and contact has been made with the School which will be picked up again next year.

The three university scholarships continue and as a signature project for the RCBV Foundation this is due for completion at the end of 2019, when the project will again be reviewed as a possibility for the future. The students addressed the Club at the September meeting and it was another opportunity to involve young people in the Club’s activities.

The continuation of the support for the Indigenous Health Scholarship is now in doubt as the Group 9 Clubs did not support it as anticipated.  This has been referred to the District to seek support from a wider group of Clubs.

The application for a $4,500 Grant was successful to run the second Mental Health First Aid course for 20 people and participants the Barossa Village, CFS, and a post natal depression group will make up the course attendees.  

The Wine Auction was promoted exceptionally well and we will have to promote our other activities similarly with regular articles in the Leader the website and facebook.

Keith and John are implemented Club Runner including the development of a new website.  Keith will have the opportunity to embed this new system into the operations of the Club to improve communications and remove some of the more tiresome aspects of the current systems.   As the Treasurer elect, John will be implementing a new system of financial control as the current system is no longer supported.  A special thanks to Rick Kessner who has been working with this system for many years – Thanks Rick.

National Youth Science Forum student Hannah Broadbent has been selected and we look forward to her address to the Club on her return from the Forum.   RYLA participant Simon Rosenzweig was impressed by the activities undertaken and has been able to use the knowledge and skills gained in his approach to University and his plans for the future.
The Program this year has included visits to Coulthard House and BV Community Kids which has enabled members to see first-hand to work being undertaken and the potential for support to be provided by the Club.

Ian Falkenberg started the year off with a stimulating address about the migratory birds who visit St Kilda annually. 

Josh West provided a project during the year by raising funds for the Black Dog Institute while walking the Heysen Trail, which we were able to follow with regular updates from David.  $1,000 was donated to the Black Dog Institute as a result of our inclusion in this project.

Colin Drew spoke to the Club about Operation Flinders where the Club continues its annual support of $1,650 to assist youth who are risk of offending.

Ron Kandelaars was an excellent speaker at the Group 9 meeting and a highlight was the video of the Barossa built mobile home currently housed at the entry into the Caravan Park and the Barossa identities involved, including Hazel Mader and her family.

Sgt Mick McNally spoke about his program Kids Carts and Cops which is on the table for further discussion later in the year for support as requested.    

The year was completed with Clare Dry from the BVCK, Kathy Schilling, Jane Wilson at Coulthard House and Tom Darmody about his Wine Making Journey, which indicates the depth and variety of speakers available to the Club to inform and entertain us.

The BBQs for Local Government Conference at Faith, Mitre 10 and Hentschke Winery were successful fund raisers for the Club and other organisations.  Working Bees at the Barossa Village and BVC Kids were well attended and more events are planned over the next six months that will keep us all very busy.

Fellowship at the Dart’s Night was again enjoyed at the accident free event, and the Clayton’s Cup brought out the gambling instincts of many of the members.  These Fellowship nights are very successful and we now look forward to the Christmas Meeting in a couple of weeks.

I would like to thank all the Office Holders, Team Leaders, Rotarians and Friends who have assisted the Club in any way during my time as President and I look forward to the next six months as Past President and Program Manager.
I feel confident that the Club has a bright future and I would like to express my appreciation of the commitment shown by the members in taking on Board positions and hope that this continues for many more years.
I now Invite Sue Graetz to come forward to receive the Presidential regalia for the remainder of the 2018/19 year.






